
Sumas Watershed Improvement District 

Minutes for:  March 10, 2015  Meeting, 1pm – 3pm   
Ag Central 1796 Front Street Lynden, WA 98264 

__x__  Terry Lenssen  __x__ Andy Enfield  __t__ Keith Boon 

__x__ Rod VandeHoef __x__ Brad Rader 

 

__x__ Henry Bierlink __x__ Rod Perry  __x__ Fred Likkel 

_____ Gary Stoyka  _____ Steve Jilk  _____ Aneka  Sweeney 

_____ John Vander Veen _____ Erika Douglas  _____ Darryl Van Weerdhuizen 

x = present  o = absent with notice   t = teleconference 

I. Review and Approval of February 10  Minutes   
Brad called the meeting to order at 1:03.  Keith moved approval of the February 10th minutes, Andy 

seconded, motion approved unanimously.    
 

II. Old Business  
A. RFQ for District Services  - select preferred candidate, establish process for contracting 

 Administration – select preferred candidate(s) 

 Engineering – select preferred candidate(s) 

 Legal – select preferred candidate, may defer contracting to AWB 

The board discussed a strategy for selecting the preferred ADMIN contractor.   All the 

WIDs are hoping for a common ADMIN team.   Consensus was to advance Farm Friends 

as the preferred candidate for a one year period.  A final decision was deferred to the first 

AWB meeting March 16th.   
 

B. Ag Water District development 

 Finalize Interlocal Agreement – Andy moved to have Brad sign the Interlocal 

once the language over insurance was clarified, Terry seconded, motion carried 

unanimously.    

 First meeting of AWB – March 16th, noon.    All WID members will be invited to 

participate.  Brad, Andy, Rod, and Terry (?) were able to make that meeting.       

 North Lynden WIDs absence from agreement was noted.     
 

C. Augmentation Project – Ground water Modeling 

 Wells located for ground water monitoring purposes – Rod VH is talking to the 

consultant team.  He would like confirmation that no water quality tests will be 

taken in this process.    
 

III. New Business  

A. Ditch Maintenance  

 The board was challenged to identify sites for mowing, cleaning, spraying, beaver 

trapping, and dam removal.  The State and County road departments are willing to 

try to address our requests provided we submit them in spring.  The board 

identified a few troubling drainage sites.  They will come to the April meeting 

with more suggestions.  DID ditch maintenance should be done in conjunction 

with the DIDs.  How to help manage private ditches outside of DIDs has yet to be 

addressed.     

 Keith discussed an idea of working with the DIDs by subsidizing their 

assessments.  He walked the board through a worksheet that outlined the options.   

He will be talking to Mike Horat (#15 chair) and Jim Heeringa (#31 chair) soon 

and will have a more developed motion ready for the May meeting.  The board 

concurred with the idea of using some of the WID funds to help the DIDs with 

their drainage projects.   



 

 Henry distributed examples of  a drainage guidance manual and plans that the 

WCD had helped other DID’s develop.   He noted that the WCD, along with other 

partners in the Puget Sound, has participated in a Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program (RCPP) which has resulted in $9 million being made available 

for water quality, salmon recovery, and farmland protection goals. The WID may 

want to look at this opportunity as they develop their plans and projects.    
 

B. Water Quality   

 Fred outlined the types of water quality testing that have been occurring in other 

parts of the County.   There are Routine, Long Term monitoring sites, Focus area 

testing primarily done by DOE and WSDA, Bracket testing where high counts 

point towards trying to isolate the source, and Storm Sampling.   He noted that no 

recent sampling has been occurring in the Sumas WID.  SWID has several options 

to consider.  1) ignore the issue until it becomes a problem, or 2) do some 

proactive sampling to prepare for a day when the pressure growing on farms in the 

Nooksack basin might move to the Sumas basin.   The board asked Fred to present 

a few options with up to 8 sampling locations with a suggestion of how often to 

test and what type of samples to take (fecal or fecal and E Coli).   
 

C. Development of WID Comprehensive Plan 

 Build a consultant team from RFQ responses that can help build a more complete 

management plan incorporating water supply into the great start already 

completed by the DID plans.     
 

D. Education  

 Website  www.sumaswid.com   A FAQ portion should be added where 

landowners can readily see answers to questions on what the WID is doing.   

 Newsletters – WCD has an article introducing WIDs 

 Assessment questions – Henry is happy to redirect them to board members. The 

board is willing to talk to those who have questions.  If Henry gets calls he should 

take their name and number and direct them to the Board members.  Landowners 

are welcomed to send the Board questions and appear at meetings.   But the onus 

will be on the property owners to show they are getting no services from the WID 

before the WID may consider removing their property from the 2016 Assessment 

Role.      

 The Laurel WID suggested a letter to the Editor of the local newspapers refreshing 

landowners on the WIDs and what their goals and potential projects may be.    

Henry offered to start drafting a letter with the hope that the WID Presidents could 

edit and sign.    
 

E. Other Items from Commissioners 

 Rod Vande Hoef submitted his resignation from the board.   Andy moved to 

accept his resignation and appoint Rod Perry to fill the remainder of the term for 

this director position, Terry seconded, motion carried unanimously.    
 

IV. Adjournment/Next Meeting 
  Motion to adjourn at 2:52.  Next meeting is April 14 

 

Respectfully submitted by Henry Bierlink, Whatcom Farm Friends 
 

 

 

  Approved by _________________________________________ 

http://www.sumaswid.com/

